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The U.S. Government has 
I new label for tobacco. It 
p now “emergency famine 
[elief.” 

; Two to four million 
sounds <ff tobacco — a pred- 
ict that must be labeled a 
lealth hazard when sold in 
his country— is going to ln- 
ia as part of a program to 
ease starvation. 

Congress approved the 
plan earlier this month, aft- 
er a tobacco-state Congress- 


man, Rep. Harold Cooley 
(D-N.C.), told the House that 
tobacco is good for starving 

S ieople. It eases their ten- 
ion so they can eat and as- 
imilate food better, he 
kid. 

* Like other surplus agri- 
cultural commodities includ- 
ed in the bill, the tobacco 
■will Ma^Lto India for 
“soft” local currency. It is 
worth about a dollar a 
pound. 

The United States can’t 
take the resulting rupees 


out df India, and there’s 
not much prospect of 
spending them in the coun- 
try, either. This country al- 
ready has nearly $800,000,000 
worth of surplus rupees in 
India. 

The tobacco therefore 
amounts to a gift. 

President Johnson’s posi- 
tion, cited by Cooley during 
the recent brief House de- 
bate, is that tobacco, along 
with 325,000 to 700,000 bales 
of cotton included in the 


U.S. T obacco 


bill, has an indirect effect 
on famine. 

Because of its balance of 
payments problem, India 
has limited exchange re- 
sources for buying foreign 
goods. U.S. gifts of tobacco 
and cotton will enable India 
to free its exchange re- 
sources for food and fertil- 
izer. 

* Cooley’s remark about to- 
jbaeco’s benefits for starving 
people was stricken from 
the transcript before the 


Congressional Record went 
;o press. An echo of it re- 
mains in print, however, be- 
cause Rep. H. R. Gross (R- 
lowa), who was debating ,, 
Cooley at the time, repeated? 1 
it. 

“The gentleman has said,” 
Gross said on page 7137 of 
the debate, “The tobacco 
will ease the tension of the 
starving Indians and relax 
the nerves so that they can 
eat the food and assimilate 
it much better.” Cooley did 
not contradict him. 



